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Large Scallop Prices Continue to Soar
Over the past year and even more so in teh past few months, the scallop industry can be described in one 
word: unpredictable.  Landings in the US are down, particularly among larger scallops.  Exports decreased 
last year to the lowest they have in 20 years which did help offset the diminishing landing numbers.  In 
addition, imports increased in 2020 slightly which also assisted.  This combination of changes created the  
unpredictability but somewhat ironically, it assisted in stabilizing the industry over most of last year.   
 

As the US Atlantic scallop season started on April 1, predictions of even lower landings, particularly in 
larger scallops, seems to be inevitable.  Expectations are that the landings will drop by over 20% from an 
already low 2020.  This would be the lowest level since 2015.  Most of this reduction will be seen in the  
supply of U10 - U20 sizes.  This lack of supply has begun to drive prices of these large scallops up  
drastically.  The short-term solution for the decrease in landings of large scallops seems to be to utilize the 
less impacted supply of smaller scallops like U31-40.  With the decreased harvest of large scallops, other 
factors like exports, imports, and consumer demand will dictate to what degree this continues to impact the 
overall landscape of the US scallop industry.  Tariffs, foreign demand, and the strength of the US dollar are 
the variables that will impact these factors in the coming months.     
 

Superior Foods will continue to monitor these changes and provide updates when available.  For  
recommendations regarding our scallop product lines and alternatives to large scallops, please contact 
your sales representative.
Source: Scallop Market Factbook 2021. (2021, April 1). https://www.seafoodsource.com/whitepapers/scallop-mar-
ket-factbook-2021html
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HIGHLIGHTS
FRESHWATER FISH: 
The top five fish caught in April were Walleye, White Perch, 
Whitefish, White Bass, and Yellow Perch.  Walleye was the 
leading harvest which is normal during this time.  Smelt 
boats have started to go out and seeing limited landings.  
There is still .01% of ice coverage on the Great Lakes which is 
all on Lake Superior. 
 
Product Availability (this week):  
Whitefish:  Good  White Bass:  Poor 
Yellow Perch:  Poor  White Perch:  Very Good 
Walleye:  Very Good  Lake Trout:  Poor 
Rainbow Trout:  Good  Smelt: Poor 
 
SCALLOPS:  
US Atlantic scallop season started on April 1 and as  
predicted had a slow start to the harvest season, particularly 
with larger sizes.  With this period normally being the best 
harvest time, expectations are that supply will continue to 
not meet demand.  As restaurants begin to open up more,  
demand is expected to continue, with prices continuing at a 
historically high pace.  Imports and exports will continue to 
be monitored as these will impact the US supply.  
 
SHRIMP:  
Market optimism is growing as activity continues.  Logistical 
issues are still creating volatility with inventory.  Additional 
expenses associated with delays are being seen.  Market  
prices have seen a sharp uptick since the beginning of the 
year and have continued to rise into the spring.  For raw 
shrimp, easy-peel seem to be the most stable at this time.  
Raw peeled are the biggest trouble spot as very low  
availability is causing prices to jump dramatically.  Cooked 
shrimp seem to be mostly unaffected as supply is meeting 
demand.     
 
CRAB:  
Superior is continuing to receive supply to meet our  
demands.  Prices remain stable for the most part but are still 
at near all-time high levels.  Blue crab harvests have been 
good but not great.  Red Crab spring harvests have not been 
good so far.   
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