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Blueberry Season is Here!

With many states beginning their blueberry harvest this month, it is fitting that July is National Blueberry
Month. Florida begins the U.S. production each year as its harvest peaks around April to early May.
California follows with production between May and July. Most other growing regions like New Jersey,
Oregon, Washington, and Michigan start their harvests in mid-July.
As with many crops, the blueberry harvest in the west and Pacific Northwest have been negatively
impacted by the drought conditions. The heat has stunted growth and has reduced the quality of
blueberries. Some grocers have even had problems with keeping perishables, cool, like blueberries, during
the extreme heat in those regions.
Unlike the western U.S., Michigan’s harvest has had the perfect storm of conditions over the last few weeks.
The early summer dry conditions, followed by consistent rain so far in July, has helped produce an ideal
growing season in Michigan. With temperatures not being too hot, the blueberry crops have thrived so far
heading into the late summer harvest. Growers in Michigan anticipate good demand for Michigan
blueberries this season as quality should be much better than many other growing regions.
The popularity with blueberries has steadily grown in recent years in large part due to its health benefits.
Being a great source of antioxidants and known to help with such areas as brain and heart health,
blueberries are considered a superfruit. This, along with the versatility of blueberries, is expected to
continue to push demand higher in coming years.
Sources:
Heat takes toll on NW blueberries. (2021, July 9). Retrieved from https://www.producebluebook.com/2021/07/09/heattake-toll-on-nw-blueberries/
White, R. (2021, July 16). ‘Strong, fresh crop:’ 4 things to expect for blueberry u-pick season in west Michigan. Retrieved
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HIGHLIGHTS
AVOCADOS:

Demand for smaller sizes is impacting all other sizes. Quality
is currently good as the transition from California to Mexico
supply continues. Overall supplies will remain short until
Mexico crops mature.

GINGER:

Market remains high as supply continues to be volatile. This
looks to stay the same for the foreseeable future.

GREEN BEANS:

Both east and west coast supplies are light with consistent
demand. Quality is good.

RASPBERRIES:

Drought conditions are impacting supply and quality. Pricing
is trending somewhat higher.

MICHIGAN CORN:

Overall, corn conditions have improved across the growing
region where rainfall was prevalent, with 73% of crops rating
as good to excellent.

UPCOMING MICHIGAN HARVESTS:
Beets - Mid July
Blueberries - Mid July
Apples - Early August
Sweet Corn - Early August
Watermelon - Early August
Tomatoes - Early August
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